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Summary
Highly accomplished and innovative Chemistry Educator with a Master of Science degree, boasting over 10 years of progressive experience in secondary education. Proven expertise in developing rigorous, standards-aligned chemistry curricula, leading professional development for science teachers, and fostering a passion for scientific inquiry. Seeking a leadership role as a Science Department Head, Curriculum Specialist, or an instructional coach to drive educational excellence and implement best practices in science education across a school district.
Education
Governors State University, University Park, IL
Master of Science in Chemistry with Teacher Education, May 2014
· Thesis: The Effectiveness of Problem-Based Learning on Student Outcomes in High School Chemistry (January 2013 - May 2014)
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, WI 
Bachelor of Science in Chemistry with Teacher Education, Graduation Date: May 2010
Professional Experience
Lead Chemistry Teacher / Science Department Chair Lincoln High School, Chicago, IL August 2018 – Present
· Lead a team of 6 science teachers, overseeing curriculum development, instructional strategies, and professional development for the department.
· Designed and implemented a new NGSS-aligned chemistry curriculum, resulting in a 15% increase in student proficiency scores and a 20% increase in AP Chemistry enrollment.
· Manage the departmental budget of over $30,000 annually, ordering lab supplies and maintaining a safe and functional learning environment.
· Mentor new science teachers, providing guidance on classroom management, pedagogical techniques, and assessment design.
· Teach AP Chemistry and Honors Chemistry, consistently achieving high student pass rates on the AP exam (85%+).
Chemistry Teacher Riverside-Brookfield High School, Riverside, IL August 2014 – July 2018
· Developed and delivered engaging chemistry lessons for 9th-12th grade students, focusing on inquiry-based and hands-on laboratory learning.
· Integrated technology, including data logging software and interactive simulations, to enhance student understanding of complex chemical processes.
· Collaborated with a team of chemistry teachers to refine curriculum, sharing best practices and developing common assessments.
· Advised the school's Chemistry Club, organizing science fairs and student-led demonstrations.
Skills
· Curriculum & Pedagogy: NGSS, Problem-Based Learning, Differentiated Instruction, Assessment Design, Lab Safety & Management, Blended Learning
· Leadership: Departmental Management, Team Leadership, Mentoring, Professional Development Training, Parent-Teacher Communication
· Subject Matter Expertise: General Chemistry, Organic Chemistry, Analytical Chemistry, Thermodynamics, Biochemistry, Lab Techniques
· Educational Technology: Smart Boards, Google Classroom, Canvas LMS, LabQuest Vernier Sensors, Online Science Simulations
· Professional: Public Speaking, Collaboration, Adaptability, Problem-Solving, Data-Driven Instruction
Awards & Recognition
· Golden Apple Award Nominee (October 2023)
· District "Teacher of the Year" Award (May 2021)
· GSU Outstanding Graduate Thesis Award (May 2014)
· Recipient, Illinois Science Teachers Association Professional Development Grant (November 2019)
Professional Networks & Affiliations
· National Science Teaching Association – Member since September 2010
· American Chemical Society, Division of Chemical Education – Member since January 2012
· Illinois Science Teachers Association – Member since March 2011, Regional Board Member since July 2020
